The Honourable Nathaniel Erskine-Smith
Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities of Canada

minister-ministre@infc.gc.ca
February 20, 2025
Re: Protecting the Greener Homes Loan

Dear Minister Erskine-Smith,

(La version frangaise se trouve plus bas.)

We are writing to you as organizations and businesses within Canada’s energy
efficiency sector to urgently highlight the risks facing the $40,000 interest-free loan
program under the Greener Homes initiative. While the 2024 Fall Economic Statement
included a $600 million top-up to extend the program, Parliament’s prorogation
disrupted its passage, putting the future of this critical program at risk. With loan
approvals already nearing 100,000, there are growing concerns that without additional
funding, the program could face an abrupt pause or cancellation.’

The $40,000 interest-free loan program has been instrumental in enabling Canadians to
undertake energy-efficient home retrofits. A lack of additional funds could significantly
disrupt Canadians, the people and businesses that provide energy efficiency services,
and other energy efficiency programs that have been re-designed to complement the
loan.

We have experienced this before when the Greener Homes Grant program was abruptly
cancelled.” At the time, your government heralded the loan program as the primary
policy to ensure middle-class Canadians can benefit from energy efficiency.

As the Minister responsible for the loan program, we urge you to take immediate action
to ensure continued funding. Avoiding an unnecessary pause or cancellation will
provide much-needed stability for homeowners and businesses while supporting

' The program has a small fiscal cost to manage the interest-free loans, which are repaid over time.
2 See Abrupt end to Canada s green retrofits program leaves industry in chaos Corporate Knights & “BC
” Global News.



https://www.corporateknights.com/energy/abrupt-end-to-canadas-green-retrofits-program-leaves-burgeoning-industry-in-chaos/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10327713/bc-homeowner-blindsided-early-shutdown-canada-greener-homes-grant/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10327713/bc-homeowner-blindsided-early-shutdown-canada-greener-homes-grant/

affordability and maintaining momentum toward Canada'’s climate goals.

Cher Ministre Erskine-Smith,

Nous vous écrivons en tant qu'organisations et entreprises du secteur de I'efficacité
énergétique au Canada pour souligner de toute urgence les risques auxquels est
confronté le programme de préts sans intérét de 40 000 S dans le cadre de l'initiative
Maisons plus vertes. Alors que I'Enoncé économique de l'automne 2024 prévoyait un
supplément de 600 millions de dollars pour prolonger le programme, la prorogation du
Parlement a perturbé son adoption, mettant en péril I'avenir de ce programme essentiel.
Alors que le nombre de préts approuvés approche déja les 100 000, on craint de plus en
plus qu'en I'absence de financement supplémentaire, le programme soit brusquement
interrompu ou annulé.?

Le programme de préts sans intérét de 40 000 S a permis aux Canadiens d'entreprendre
des travaux de rénovation énergétique de leur logement. Un manque de fonds
supplémentaires pourrait perturber considérablement les Canadiens, les personnes et
les entreprises qui fournissent des services d'efficacité énergétique, ainsi que d'autres
programmes d'efficacité énergétique qui ont été repensés pour complémenter le prét.

Nous en avons déja fait I'expérience lorsque le programme de subvention pour des
maisons plus vertes a été brusquement annulé.* A 'époque, votre gouvernement avait
présenté le programme de préts comme la principale politique visant a garantir que les
Canadiens de la classe moyenne puissent bénéficier de I'efficacité énergétique.

En tant que ministre responsable du programme de préts, nous vous demandons
instamment de prendre des mesures immédiates pour garantir la poursuite du
financement. En évitant une pause ou une annulation inutile, vous offrirez aux
propriétaires et aux entreprises la stabilité dont ils ont tant besoin, tout en soutenant
I'accessibilité financiere et en maintenant I'élan vers les objectifs climatiques du
Canada.

3 Le programme a un faible codt fiscal pour gérer les préts sans intérét, qui sont remboursés au fil du

temps.

4 Voir “Abrupt end to Canada’s green retrofits program leaves industry in chaos” Corporate Knights, et
‘blindsided’ by e ” Global News.



https://www.corporateknights.com/energy/abrupt-end-to-canadas-green-retrofits-program-leaves-burgeoning-industry-in-chaos/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10327713/bc-homeowner-blindsided-early-shutdown-canada-greener-homes-grant/

Signed by / Signé par:

Efficiency Canada

350.0rg

A1 Air Conditioning & Heating

Alberta Ecotrust Foundation

Antigonish Community Energy

Bluefish Projects

Brooks Heating and Air

Building Knowledge Canada

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment
Canadian Environmental Law Association
Cellulose Insulation Manufacturers Association
Centre for Future Work

City Green Solutions

Clean Foundation

Climate Action Network-Réseau action climat Canada
Climate Action Okanagan Hub, First Things First
ClimateCare Canada

CUSP - Citizens United for a Sustainable Planet
Earthrise Building Services Inc.

Ecco Supply

Ecolighten Energy Solutions

Ecology Action Centre

Equiterre

eMERGE Guelph Sustainability

Energuy Holdings Inc.

Engineer and Building Energy Professional
Environmental Defence Canada

EnviroCentre

Fenestration Canada

Fire Mitigation Alliance

Foundry Heat Pumps

Friends of the Earth Canada



Fridays for Future Manitoba

Green Communities Canada
GreenFox Inc.

Greening Homes Ltd.

Green Venture

GreenWR

HMI Hoyme Manufacturing Inc.
HomeTech Windows and Doors
Homesol Building Solutions Inc.
Horizon Heating Ltd

Jarsky Architecture Ltd.

KAIROS Guelph

Kambo Energy Group

Living Oceans Society

Living Green Barrie

Low-Income Energy Network (LIEN)
Manitoba Eco-Network

McDiarmid Climate Consulting
MiningWatch Canada

NAIMA Canada

Nerva Energy Group Inc.

New Westminster Climate Action Hub
Ontario Clean Air Alliance

OREC (Ottawa Renewable Energy Cooperative)
Ottawa Climate Action Fund
Ottawa South Eco-Action Network
Passive Buildings Canada

QUEST Canada

Recollective Consulting

Reep Green Solutions

RENEW Architect

Retrofit Canada

Retrofit Construction

ROCarbon Labs Ltd.

Rj Roy Energy Management
Saskatchewan Environmental Society



Sierra Club Canada Foundation

Skills Centre

Society of High Prairie Regional Environmental Action Committee
Solar Alberta

Stand.earth

Straiton Engineering

SRS Windows and Doors Inc.

Switch Heat Pumps

TBL Communications

Toronto 2030 District

Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs

Victoria Electric Vehicle Association

Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Energy (WISE), University of Waterloo
Weiss-Johnson Sheet Metal LTD

WM Schmidt

Cc:

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau
Prime Minister
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources
minister.ministre@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault
Minister of Environment and Climate Change of Canada
ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca

The Honourable Dominic Leblanc
Minister of Finance
minister-ministre@fin.gc.ca

The Honourable Ginette Petitpas Taylor
President of the Treasury Board
ginette.petitpastaylor@parl.gc.ca



